
Museum.” It reached capacity not
long after it was built. We had a
grand opening in June 2008 and had
about 100 locals attend. I open it to
the public for viewing on a regular
basis. This spring we will add an
addition to house about 125 addi-
tional carriers and accessories. One
of the rushes for me is to share and
educate people about old haying his-
tory and tools. In 2008 I built a trav-
eling show and visit power shows to
further educate people about these
vanishing tools. A year or so ago, I
met with Steve Weeber of Iowa City,
IA and discussed forming an asso-
ciation, so here we are.

I will start this first newsletter by
spotlighting myself so everyone can
know a little about the person behind
the newsletters. My name is Doug de
Shazer; I am 45 years young and live
near Crofton, NE. I have been a gen-
eral contractor for about 20 years
now. I have a 4-yr -old daughter,
Madalynne, and a wonderful girl-
friend, Juliet, who puts up with all
the rusty iron.
I have always enjoyed collecting

“junk” but back in 2002-03 I began
collecting pulleys. It started at a swap
meet where I found a pulley interest-
ing. A friend bought it for me, and by
the time I left the show, I was carry-
ing 13 pulleys. Not long after that I

found a hay trolley, was fascinated
by it, bought it, and now I have
around 130 carriers and 200 + pul-
leys of all types. One of my jewels is
a 62” diameter all wood belt pulley
made in Saginaw, Michigan. It came
from Grinnell, Iowa and was used in
their water plant until 2003-2004. It
was made pre 1900. I rescued it from
a burn pile of all things. I also have
many accessories to accent the
collection. Many “new old stock
items,” carrier trips of all types,
slings, manual hay balers, belt pul-
leys of all sizes and literature. In 2007
I constructed a new building on the
property to house all the items. It is
called the “Lewis and Clark Pulley
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Fig 1

Fig. 2
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Send us stories
and photos about
your great finds.
We would all love
to hear about
them.

--Madie de Shazer

Feature Story

This study is about the design similarities between Stowell Manufacturing and
Foundry Co. of South Milwaukee, WI, and other manufacturers. Stowell is well
known for its design styles and use of curvilinear forms in their carriers and
pulleys. (e.g. fig. 1 & 2) Stowell was also known to collaborate with J.M. Boyd
and integrate its designs as well. (e.g. fig 3) Stowell barn pulleys also have the
similar curvilinear design style. (e.g. fig 4&5) This decorative design was also
used by Louden and Porter but with their own names cast in. (e.g. fig 6) Stowell
also realized the important of reducing the friction at the pin location and pat-
ented a special bushing to ease these stresses associated with the loads applied.
(e.g. fig 7) Continued next newsletter...
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In this area we will discuss tips,
secrets and overall methods to
refinish your collection. One of
the biggest dilemmas among
collectors is whether to refinish
or not to refinish your items.
This will be debated forever.
It’s like picking Pepsi over Coke.
Personal preference will always
prevail! Please share your tips.

The Refinishing corner

Stowell Manufacturing Design and Patent

Comparisons, part I

Volume I, Issue I
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Fig. 3

Thanks to Barry

and Colin for

their hard work.

on this study.

If you are not

familiar with their

work, see the

Member Spotlight

in our next issue.

I am going to publish a list of the
members and their email addresses.
If someone does not want to be listed,
please let me know. We have a few
members that do not have Internet
service, so I will hard copy those
members. Each month I will list any
new members.
The personal info collected for the
newsletter will only be used by the
NHTCA and not let out to any other
people, organizations, clubs, groups,
businesses, ect.

Member Information

This area will be reserved for items
that people want to trade or sell. You
may include photo and contact infor-
mation. People may contact the seller
directly if interested in a purchase.
The newsletter will merely be the
avenue to connect the seller to the
purchaser. Additional space will be
provided as needed. I have not in-
cluded any ads this issue but will next
time as things come in.

For Sale orTrade FYI

The Farm Collector Magazine is
going to run a spot on our new as-
sociation in their May issue. I
thought this was great news. It will
give us great exposure to recruit
new members.
I felt this was a nice gesture. Sup-
port the magazine if you can!!!



Stowell Manufacturing Design and Patent
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Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 6 Fig. 7

Next issue we will
see and examine
the similarities be-
tween the following
companies and
draw conclusions.

Stowell
Manufacturing

Novelty S. M. & F.
Co.

Moore MFG. & Fdy

S. M. & F. Y. Moore

See the next newsletter for part II

Volume I, Issue I
Page 4



Come early and
visit these NHTCA
Members and their
collections.
Contact them:

Barry Merenoff
586-749-3557

George Fogel
517-332-8253

Jim Gray
586-506-4756

Craig’s Place
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For those of you

who have not seen

Craig and Peggy's

awesome displays,

take the time to

join us and meet

your Association

Members.

Don’t MissThe “4th Annual HayTool Swap Meet and Show”



Pioneer Power Swap Meet
LeSueur, MN
April 24-26

Portland Swap, Portland, IN
May 13-16

Camp Creek Threshers Swap
Waverly, NE
May 16

Annual Hay Tool Swap & Show
Grass Lake, MI
May 23

Walnut Antique Walk
Walnut, IA
June 19-21

Please send other event info!

Upcoming Events

Volume 1, Issue 1

This newsletter is intended to
be informative, educational
and fun! Material is believed to
be accurate at time of printing
and if not, we tried. Send us
any corrections you feel neces-
sary. Help make this newslet-
ter a success.

Technical Disclaimer

Three young boys were walking along the ocean when they came upon a
bottle. One boy picked up the bottle and pulled the cork and a genie

popped out. She said “ Thank you for freeing me, you all have one wish.”

Boy one asked to be the smartest person in the world. The genie went

“poof” and all could see the radiance about his head.

Not to be out done, the second asked to be a thousand times smarter than
any one else. Once again the genie did her job. The boy shuttered as his

brain filled with knowledge.

The third boy asked to be a trillion times smarter than any one else. The
genie looked worried and said, “ Are you sure you want this, this is a very

serious decision?”

The boy said, “ Yes,” please. The genie raised her hands high in the air, her

body twirled, the wind blew hard and poof, the boy was changed to a girl.

Method
1 In a large, heavy saucepan over medium-high
heat, combine pork, broth, and salsa. Add
enough water to completely cover the meat.
Cover and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low
and simmer, covered for 3 to 4 hours (or longer)
until meat pulls apart easily. Add salt to taste if
needed.
2 Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Remove meat
from liquid in pot (discard the liquid) and
spread the meat out in a roasting pan. Break the
meat into small chunks. Roast meat for 15 to 20
minutes until brown and crispy.
3 If you are using store-bought tortillas, heat the
tortillas one-by-one either in a microwave or on
a hot skillet. If you heat them on a skillet you
may need to use a little butter or oil to help
soften them. When air pockets form in the tor-

Carnitas
Ingredients
4 pounds boned pork shoulder, cut into
large cubes (remove as much fat as possi-
ble)
1 quart beef broth
2 cups chunky tomato salsa either prepared
or homemade
Water
Salt
2 cups fresh tomato salsa (pico de gallo)

16-24 corn tortillas

tillas they are ready. To heat them in a micro-
wave, place a paper towel on the floor of the
microwave. Lay one or two tortillas on the
paper towel (whatever will fit so there is only
one layer). Microwave on high heat for 10
seconds per tortilla (some brands of tortillas
require 20 seconds each). Keep warm tortillas
wrapped in a clean cloth towel for serving.
To serve, double up the tortillas and place a
few spoonfuls of the carnitas on them. Top
with salsa. Serve with grated lettuce (that has
been lightly salted and sprinkled with vinegar),
beans, avocados, and/or grated cheese.
To eat, remove half of the carnitas from one
tortilla to another. Take one tortilla at a time
with the carnitas and salsa, fold it over and
enjoy. Or, keep them doubled up. Your choice.
Serves 6-8.

http://simplyrecipes.com

Odds and Ends to Enjoy

True Story

Phone: 402-510-8845

E-mail: haytoolcollector@yahoo.com

National Hay Tool Collectors Assoc.

c/o Doug de Shazer

55005 897 Rd.

Crofton, NE. 68730

Notes from the chief

I wanted to thank everyone who signed up to participate in this association.
I will do my best to make it fun and educational. I am not a writer by trade,
so bear with me.
If you have a topic you want covered let me know. I will put it up for discus-
sion, compile the information received and publish it in an upcoming news-
letter.
Send in your stories and photos as you come up with them.
I feel this will be a great forum for everyone to learn and meet each other.
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