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Honorary Member Spotlight
HOWARD J. FERRIS
FOUNDER OF HUNT HELM FERRIS
Every now and then we get a letter, email or a
phone call that we get excited about. Well,
about 1 month ago I woke to an email from
someone I had never heard of or met. It turned
out to be the daughter of Robert G. Ferris, who
was the son of Howard J. Ferris, who was the
son of Henry Ferris, the founder of the Hunt
Helm and Ferris company. In more common
terms, the great granddaughter of the founder.
Wow, was I surprised!
Her name is Gaye Ferris Mack. Her email was
inquiring about the museum and the
association. I immediately fired an email back
to her and introduced myself and inquired
about her family and the company. She has a
vast knowledge of the company as well as a lot
of artifacts, paperwork and treasures that
document the history of her family and the
company.
Her father Robert started working at
Star Line at a young age while attending
collage at the University of Wisconsin where he
studied engineering.

He continued working for the company for most of
his life. During WWII he was on loan to Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab. He returned to Star
Line in 1945 where he headed up the engineering
department for years, developed many new items
and patents. He eventually became chairman of the
board and one of his final acts was to negotiate the
sale of Star Line to the Chromalloy American
Company and, while sick in the hospital, signed
papers for his last patent prior to his early death in
1970.
Gaye goes on and talks about her grandfather
(Howard) starting to work for HHF sweeping the
floors in the plant at the age of 10 and eventually was
to serve as president of the company. (definitely a
family business, LOL)
Over the next few newsletters I will be reproducing a
memoir written by Howard J. Ferris when he was 95
years old in 1972. In addition you will see many
photos of hay carriers, articles about HHF, photos
form catalogues and many other items provided to
me by Gaye Ferris Mack and other association
members. I hope everyone enjoys reading it and
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Item on loan from the
Mitchell collection!!!

Left - Original patent model
sent to patent office.
Right - One of the original one
way carriers salvaged by
Henry himself after his
partners complained that his
product did not hold up. This
carrier had been in operation
for many years prior to Henry
retrieving from a local farmer.
This proved to his partners
that his product held up!! It
currently resides in the
historical room.
(notice no extra ribbing on legs)
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Over the next couple issues, the newsletter will finish publishing Howard’s memoirs, early
photos of the factory, employees, catalog items, photos of un-seen carriers, advertizing items,
articles from the 1st edition of the “Star Liner” magazine and whatever else I can dig up. If
you have anything to add, please send it to me.
chief
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National Hay Tool Collectors Assoc.

Phone: 402-510-8845

c/o Doug de Shazer

Fax 402-388-4434

55005 897 Rd. Lot #8

E-mail: haytoolcollector@yahoo.com

Crofton, NE 68730

Notes from the Chief - Getting Lucky

Coming Events

Every now and then, we just get lucky. Whether it is digging through a pile of
carriers and finding a “Law”, buying a good lottery ticket, finding money on the
ground, or being the only bidder on a item at a auction, it just happens
sometimes. Who knows why, it just happens. Juliet often says I am the luckiest
person she knows. “Things just drop in your lap, out of know where.” She says.
Well I don’t know about that, but sometimes things just happen.

Midwest Old Threshers Reunion
Sept. 1-5, Mount Pleasant, Iowa

I am referencing the email I received from Gaye Ferris Mack. In writing a story
about HHF, one cannot imagine the excitement at being able to access the wealth
of information she brings to the story. Memoires, catalogs, magazines and very
close and personal ties to the family business . Listening and reading her family
stories is fascinating and just plain fun to a collector like me. I hope everyone
can enjoy the story. I will pass along whatever I can for all to enjoy. Considering
we collect these items that have such little reference material available, this
reference is truly LUCKY. If there is anything specific anyone would like to
know about HHF that is not in the newsletters, pass it along and I will find out
what I can.

Pierce Old Time Threshers Bee
Sept. 17-18, Pierce, Nebraska
46th Tri-state Tractor Show
Aug. 24-28, Portland, Indiana
Yankton River Boat Days
Tri State Old Iron Association Bee
Aug. 19-21, Yankton, SD
Badger Steam and Gas Show
Aug 19-21, Baraboo, Wisconsin
38 Annual Le Sueur Pioneer Show
Aug. 26-28, Le Sueur, MN

I want to take a minute to thank her for her time and the materials she is
Technical Disclaimer
sharing with the museum and the group. I also want to thank her other relatives
This newsletter is intended to
who have also passed on other items. I am not sure what I can do to repay their
be informative, educational
kindness, but just say a big
and fun! Material is believed to
be accurate at time of printing
and if not, we tried. Send us
Chief
any corrections you feel
necessary. Help make this
newsletter a success.

THANK YOU

Just in
If you’re on a diet and the food tastes good, it means you’re dreaming!

True Story , Problems with Upgrades
Last year a gal upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct slow down in overall
system performance, particularly in the flower and jewelry applications, which operated flawlessly under
Boyfriend 5.0. In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5
and Personal Attention 6.5 and then installed undesirable programs such as NBA 5.0, NFL 3.0 and Golf
Clubs 4.1. Conversation 8.0 no longer runs, and Housecleaning 2.6 simply crashes the system. I've tried
running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but to no avail. What can I do?
SOLUTION
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package, while Husband 1.0 is an Operating System.
Try installing Guilt3.2 and don’t forget to install Tears 5.7, this should automatically run Jewelry 2.0 and
Flowers 3.5. Be careful about viruses like Beer 1.0 and Grumpy 4.6 and especially Mother-in-law 1.0.
These can cause system failure. If this happens, try installing Cooking 3.0 and Hot Lingerie 6.9.

