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10 Years Strong

Notes on the Show
Who would have thought 10 years later we would be visiting Steve Weeber’s again for a show? Back then
the NAHTCA did not exist, at least in the form that it exist today. It’s not that we are a incorporated business, a non-profit or a legal entity. We are just a great group of collectors who are passionate, devoted, eager, and aggressive enough to keep things alive and strong in the most informal and least political way possible. How great it is!!! Things are simple and easy going. Perfect? No, but what is? There are always ways to
improve, but we sure have fun, share and learn as we go. It’s amazing to me, how much new stuff, information and how many people we meet along the way.
So, here we are, on the verge of our 10th show and things are still going strong. Things started 10 years ago
in a much more informal aspect with Steve making phone calls, emails and just here-say from other friends
to get the first show off the ground. Today we are 250 +/- strong and growing slowly, but steady.
For those who did not know, the first show also featured the Cream Separators collectors group at the show.
This year we will also feature a guest at the show. The Cast Iron Seat Collectors Association will also meet
at Steve Weeber’s Homestead at the same time. Wow, what fun is that, more cast iron to Drool Over! They
will set up, display, brag, lie and cheat with the best of us. We are glad to share our venue with them and I
personally look forward to learning more about a piece of history I am not as familiar with. So let’s welcome
them with open arms and all lie and brag together.
This years show will be similar to past shows, with displays by those who what to set up, an auction Friday
night, dinners both Friday and Saturday night, lunch available both days, piles of cast iron to look at, green
backs to throw to wind and lots and lots of comradery to be had by all. Who wouldn’t want to be there?
After talking with Steve recently, he recommended visiting a few local tourist sites located with in one hour
of his place people may enjoy. See pages 9 an 10 for more details.
This years show feature will be Louden Machinery Of Fairfield Iowa, founded by William Louden in 1867,
the, “Father of the Hay Carrier”. But as always all display items are welcome! So, pack your junk and bring
it to the show to share with the group.
Shirts will be available this year and a design can be seen on page 8. I will have more information on these
and other items available to pre order.
We have also commissioned the association Historian/Artist to draw up a commemorative poster that will be
available for purchase. These posters will be signed and numbered.
Thanks Barry! (see page 11)
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The North American Hay Tool Collectors Association Presents the

10th Annual Hay Tool Swap Meet Show
Hosted by:

Steve and Jan Weeber at the Weeber Farmstead
Featuring: Louden Items

Friday May 22nd
8:00

Tentative Schedule

Show opens for set up and swapping
Check in auction Items

11:00 Lunch wagon available
5:30

Dinner Served in pavilion (More details to follow)

6:45

Annual NAHTCA board meeting to solve the worlds problems

7:00

Live auction

9:00

Drool over auction purchases, show closes?

Saturday May 23rd
8:00

Show opens

11:00 Lunch wagon available
6:00

Dinner served in Pavilion (More details to follow)

9:00

Show closes?

Other notes
Coffee and rolls will be available in the mornings
Other items will also be going on concerning the cast iron seat group. If you want information on there
schedule call Tom. See poster on Previous page.
As more details become available, they will be passed on.
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The following hotels have blocks of rooms available for a special
show rate.
Holiday Inn express has30 rooms set aside. One can reserve a
room by the following ways.
Call the hotel direct at 319-625-5000.
Call their toll free number at 1-800-HOLIDAY
If calling mention “Hay Tool Association”
Book online at www.hiexpress.com/coralvilleia (enter “HAY”
under group code)
Rooms will be held until May 1 at a rate of $114 (20% off reg)
Super 8 has rooms available.
Call hotel direct to book the rooms. Mention “Hay Tool Association” to get group rate. Rooms will be held until May 1 at a rate of
$70.00.
Call 319-337-8388

If you google Steve’s address, the directions are good to his homestead. There will also be signs at certain corners to show the
way.
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This years show will not include this life long collector and by all intensive purposes one of the first
hay trolley collectors.
George was an attendee at most shows and a great
inspiration as well as a encyclopedia of hay trolley
knowledge. He well be missed by all and our
thoughts and prayers go out to his family.

George Fogle
Age 90, died October 24, 2014. He was born in Lansing on April 1, 1924, the son of Floyd and Josephine (Hart) Fogle. In
1929, George moved with his family to a dairy and maple syrup farm in Mason where he spent the next 85 years nurturing
the land and his business. He married Helen Bird on December 1, 1945 and brought her to the farm, where they lived together for 60 years and raised six children. In 1976, George purchased Sugar Bush Supplies Co., a maple syrup equipment and
supplies distributorship. The farm and business continue to thrive today under the care of George's offspring, thanks to his
lifelong examples of integrity, hard work, thrift and land stewardship. George was active in many farm and maple syrup organizations, as well as the United Methodist Church.
George was preceded in death by his wife Helen, daughter Joyce Fogle, and sister Jean Fogle Leonard. He will be lovingly
remembered by his wife, Betty Everett Fogle, whom he married in 2008. He is also survived by his children Barbara
(Douglas) Mercer, Carol (Ronald) Grant, Don (Judy), Richard (Debra), Mary (Greg) Douglass, son-in-law Rod Harwood,
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren, Betty's six children and their families, brother-in-law Robert Leonard, sister-in-law Asenath Blood and numerous nieces and nephews.
The family would like to thank Dr. Mark Ensberg and the wonderful staff of Ingham Medical Care Facility for the competent, compassionate care provided to George during the last weeks of his life.
A celebration of George's life was be held on Sunday, November 9, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at University United Methodist Church
in East Lansing, with the Rev. Jennifer Browne officiating. Visitation was Saturday, November 8th, at Alaiedon Township
Hall (2021 W. Holt Rd., Mason) and Sunday, November 9th, at the church.
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TOURISTY THINGS TO DO
Bentonsport Museum of Artifacts
Tony Sanders parks his mountain bike on the back porch of his log cabin in Bentonsport. There is a five-gallon plastic bucket
bunji-strapped to the back of his bike. From the bucket he takes a hunting knife he found along the road, and a few grocery items.
It is Sunday, midday, and Tony has just returned from the ten mile bike ride to Farmington where he went to church. He is a lean
man, belying his 63 years of age. Tony jogs five miles a day, and rides his bike 20 miles roundtrip on Sunday going to church.
Never married, and having no telephone or television his life is unencumbered and close to the land. But one thing stands out: he
hand built the Bentonsport Museum of Artifacts – Wood and Horns.

Open to the public, the Bentonsport Museum of Artifacts is a breathtaking experience of visual, historic, and craftsmanship wonder. Not
only are there over 4,000 arrowheads and Indian artifacts such as ax
heads, grinding stones, mammoth teeth, and deer-antler sheds; but
everything—the display cases, walls, ceiling, floor, and rafters of the museum—are paneled in beautiful, handmade inlaid wood
panels. Painstakingly crafted by Tony, using only a coping saw and rasp, there are 18 different types of wood, all taken from the
dairy farm where he milked cows for 42 years and the countryside around Bentonsport. There is cedar, walnut, ash, birch, maple,
cherry, white and red oak, red elm, honey locust, hickory, hackberry, Osage orange (hedge wood), Chinese elm, hard and soft
maple, mulberry and apple. Each piece is hand fitted into intricate patterns that Tony designed, then varnished to a sheen that
would make a master craftsman drool.
Why does Tony Sanders do this? Why does he hunt the creek beds for artifacts, put together beautiful inlaid wood panels, and
build a museum open to the public? His answer is simple: "I spent my whole life tramping around other people's property. This is
my way of paying back."
Living mostly off the land, and a self proclaimed "health nut," Tony Sanders' freezer is chocked full of organically raised fruits
and vegetables. He grinds his own wheat and corn. He eats only wild game and fish. He cold packs or cans wild turkey and venison.
Never having time for marriage, he states with a twinkle in his eye, "Seems like every time I'd get interested in a lady, it would
be fall and I'd take off hunting. Come spring she'd be gone."
He loves to fish, but not catfish as one might suspect, seeing how Bentonsport is on the Des Moines River. "Catfish are a scavenger fish. They'll eat anything. It's bluegill and crappie I like from the farm ponds. I throw the bass back. The bass keep the bluegill
and crappies thinned out so they grow bigger. I use mainly Mister Twister, all different colors. The blue gill and crappie go nuts
for Mister Twister. Catfish will ruin a farm pond. I think I love fishing more than hunting."
Where does he find his arrow heads? "Mostly creek beds after a hard rain. Minimum till ruined the fields for arrowhead hunting.
I just park my bike along a creek, unhitch the bucket, and walk. Running keeps me in shape for artifact hunting."
So, if you want a beautiful drive, take J-40 from Bonaparte to Bentonsport. Look for the sign, "Bentonsport Museum of Artifacts
– Wood and Horns." If you're lucky, Tony Sanders will show you around.
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Tour Mini-Americana...
Mini-Americana is the largest known collection of miniature
replicas built by one man, woodworker Henry Moore (19111983).

Who Would Enjoy Touring
The Barn Museum?
If you are a youngster, you will thrill to
everything "just your size" and

you'll learn a lot, too.
Thrill to the flavor of a place where miniature family farmland
and small-town history still lives, located in Iowa's charming
Amana Colonies.

If you are a parent, you will like this
educational venture in a delightful
setting. It's a family experience.

If you are a grandparent, you will be
Three Farmsteads are in the exhibition as well as a typical
rural Iowa town with barbershop, lumber yard, and other buildfilled with nostalgia of a bygone
ings.
era with sights as they used to be
down on the farm.
Children and adults can marvel at the historical accuracy of
If you are interested in agriculture,
how the Iowa pioneers and small-town people lived at the turn
of the century.
history, craftsmanship, or minia-

Would you like to:
Learn About The Museum
View Visitor Information
Schedule a Tour Today

Visit the barnmuseum.com for more info.
Other sites to visit
Kalona Quilt and Textile museum - Kalonaiowa.org/kqtm
Motorcycle museum - motorcyclemuseum.org

tures, you will find Henry Moore's
displays to be an unforgettable
experience.
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North American Hay Tool Collectors Assoc.

Phone: 402-510-8845

c/o Doug de Shazer

E-mail:

55005 897 Rd. Lot #8

nahaytoolcollectors@gmail.com

Crofton, NE 68730

Notes from the Chief

Coming Events

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Hay Tool Collectors Association, we are
pleased to be offering a very special commemorative print by one of our very own members, Barry Merenoff, AIAE. Barry has agreed to produce a completely new and original
print, special numbered and signed, exclusively for the Association. Once these are gone,
there will be no more numbered and signed prints. The print is in process as I write this
but we do know almost exactly what it will include. I have attached a small very early
rendition of the “concept” as done by two of our members for Barry to work from. It will
be similar, but much more complete with center drops, rails, trips, forks and a whole lot
more. Please note that American and Canadian trolleys and Founding Fathers are represented. George Fogle is also fondly remembered on this most special work of art.

Le Sueur Swap Meet
April 23-26 Le Sueur, MN
NAHTCA Show
May 22-23 Iowa City, Iowa

People, this is a labor of love by Barry and we are selling these prints to raise the funds to pay
for the making and printing of the work. We are selling them as inexpensively as we can to
cover the costs of this special edition and get them into your hands. We want all members to
have access, anyone who orders these by the time of the upcoming show is going to get a numbered and signed print. We are not reserving numbers or anything like that, as the last number
is going to be as superb as the first. Ordering means, you will get one, properly packaged and
shipped. The print will be of the highest quality, in full color, and 24”x36”.
Love hay tools? Well, do not miss out on this one! Please remember, what you see below is just
a rough draft, a concept, done by those assisting Barry on this project. Barry only does first
quality work and this print will be a prize to remember 10 outstanding years of friendship and
endeavor!
Don’t miss out,
See you at the show

—chief

Technical Disclaimer
This newsletter is intended to
be informative, educational
and fun! Material is believed to
be accurate at time of printing
and if not, we tried. Send us
any corrections you feel necessary. Help make this newsletter a success.

Boxes are great fun, who needs gifts!

