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Member Spotlight
This issue’s member spotlight is Dennis
McGrew of Lawrence, MI. Dennis grew up in
SW Michigan farming with his dad and
brother. He has always been a true collector at
heart. I asked him what he collected and he
said it would be easier to tell me what he doesn’t collect! That being said, I asked about his
hay carrier collection. He started collecting in
2005 after a friend from Canada sent him some
photos from the first hay collector’s show. That
was all it took. From that day on, he started
picking up carriers wherever he could find
them.He went to the 2006 hay collector’s show
and doubled his collection to about 4 dozen.
Today he has about 350 carriers. He says they
are mostly common stuff but loves them just
the same. Some of his favorites are the NOS
(new old stock) carriers in the collection which
are still wired up with the shipping blocks. He
has 3 Hunt, Helm and Ferris; 2 Loudens; 2
Jamesways; a Milwaukee; and a Beatty – all
NOS.

Cleaned up or not, he says his carriers are going on
display soon! Adding to his clutter, he says that early
on he decided that any barn-related items made by
carrier manufacturers needed to join the collection.
Today he has quite a pile of cow stanchions, stall dividers, water cups, litter carriers, feed carts and
milking stools. His comment to me was, “It just gets
out of hand.”
Dennis also has a very substantial collection of Cockshutt tractors. That is where his collecting really
started. Today he has over two dozen tractors “About
half actually run,” he laughs. He got so involved in
his tractors, that he wrote a book published back in
1999, Cockshutt, The Complete Story. He says he has
the tractor collecting addiction under control, but
just can’t stop bringing home all the other stuff.
He enjoys spending time collecting and researching
all the tractor literature, ads, catalogues and service
manuals. As for hay carrier manufacturers, he also
collects their catalogues, ads and such. He also loves
to research the background and the founders behind
the hay carrier companies.
Cont. page 2

Dennis’s wife, Ann, on her favorite tractor

Dennis and some of his cast iron
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Member Spotlight, cont.
Things don’t stop there believe it or not!! He
puts it this way, “I collect any ag-related cast
iron that has a company logo or name on it”. He
goes on to say that he thinks he has a PhD in
cast iron — its “Piled high and Deep” everywhere. This includes grain drill ends, regulators,
acre meters, horse tongue tool boxes and lids,
gear covers, seed pot lids, plow points and not to
be left out, a few bushels of wrenches. Just to
round things out he started collecting cast iron
seats and cast tractor radiator tanks. I asked
him, “is that it?” “Heck no,” he said,
“I have a significant collection of scales, jacks of
all types, barn beam drills and corn shellers and
grinders.” I started laughing to myself and
thought, wow - he’s got the disease bad!
He stores all of his treasures in two barns, a
60x90 and a 48x90, plus wall space where ever
he can find it and photographs and catalogues
all his items on the computer. He is also involved
in organizations related to his collectibles.

Dennis retired from the Navy after 27 years of service
as a Senior Chief Surface Warfare Specialist. He and
his wife, Ann, have four daughters and five grandchildren. Ann is very understanding and involved as well.
When they’re not out buying “iron,” they spend time
showing tractors and driving around in one of their 3
other jewels, a 1967 Chevy Malibu, a 1968 Camaro
Sport Coupe, and a 1985 Monte Carlo SS with 10,000
original miles. (He’s got it really bad!)
Before our interview ended, I asked him, “What advice do you have for other collectors?” He thought for
a moment and relayed something to me he had read
somewhere: Don’t go to the same auction I am going
to. Sounds like good advice. Dennis can be reached at
269-674-8435, or email at dotme@cybersol.com; or
you can meet him at the upcoming 5th Annual Hay
Tool and Swap Show.

Some of Dennis’s 350 different hay carriers
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Feature Story
William Gutenkunst - Founder of Milwaukee Hay Tool Company
William Gutenkunst, founder
of Milwaukee Hay Tool company attended public school in
Milwaukee for his early educational training and also attended the German-English
Academy of present day. He
was a pupil in the first public
school of South side of Milwaukee and received instruction
from Mrs. Trowbridge who
was the most popular teacher.
As a youth, Mr. Gutenkunst
became associated with principal affairs and he had a splendid record as an excellent
worker. At the age of 23 and
on May 3, 1873, he started his
first business career by securing quarters in the old gas
house building on Reed Street.
He engaged in the repair and
rebuilding of sewing machines.
Some time later, his skills led
to initiate the manufacturing of
hay forks of his own design. In
time, he admitted his brother,
Charles A., and the firm was
named William and Charles A.
Gutenkunst. The enterprise
grew rapidly and moved to a
larger more suiting space at
the corner of Park Street and
Eight Avenue.
(Cont. Page 4)
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Feature Story , Milwaukee Hay Tool Company, cont.
After the addition of another partner, Adam Loeffelholz, the business was conducted under the title
of The Milwaukee Hay Tool Company. More often the company was recognized as The Milwaukee
Hay Tool and Manufacturing Company. The company manufactured hay tools and corn huskers of
superior order and the business grew and in 1893 the company obtained a piece of land in Layton
Park where its extensive and admirably equipped plant was built and remained. In 1899 the Milwaukee Malleable and Grey Iron Works, built next to the existing plant was opened.
Mr. Gutenkunst, founder of both companies, was president and treasurer of both entities. The great
enterprise based their operations on ample capital, careful and conservative policies and the highest
grade of products. The two companies combined employed five to six hundred craftsmen. The
Milwaukee Malleable and Grey Iron Works also controlled a large amount of contract work and
supplied a large quantity of iron to other important industrial concerns, including the Moline Plow
company of Moline, Illinois.
The leading products the company manufactured were: The Leader litter carrier, Milwaukee corn
huskers, fodder shredders, steel and wood track hay carriers, improved swivel-sling hay carriers,
cable carriers, hanging forks for steel and wood track, rafter brackets, harpoon forks, grapple forks,
and derrick hay forks. In addition, they also made standard wagon slings, pulleys, pulley blocks,
conveyors, wire stretchers, tackle hoists, cattle stanchions, ornamental iron fence pickets and more.
The major part of the items can be attributed to Mr. Gutenkunst’s inventive and genius ability.
In later times, he became director of the Wisconsin State Bank and a valued loyal member of the
Merchants & Manufacturers Association of Milwaukee.
Information adapted from material obtained from Steve Weeber of Iowa City, Iowa

A few of Mr. Gutenkunst’s patented hay carriers

Milwaukee Improved Swivel Sling
Carrier
Pat. Aug 11, 1908
See page 5 for patent drawing (A)

Milwaukee Boomer Pat. Oct. 24, 1916
See page 5 for patent drawing. (B)
Milwaukee Reversible
Pat. Aug. 1884

Photos - de Shazer collection
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Feature Story , Milwaukee Hay Tool Company, cont.

A

As seen in catalogue (left picture):
Improved Swivel Sling Carrier
Available in wood or steel track
versions.

B

2
Photo 1 IMPROVED SWIVEL WOOD BEAM
Photo 2 1916 PRICE CAST IN FRAME FOR BOOMER
STEEL TRACK — $23.50
Photo 3 MILWAUKEE BOOMER WOOD BEAM
Photos, Pat. Drawings and Catalogue page
Weeber Collection

1

3
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The National Hay Tool Collectors Association presents the

5th Annual Hay Tool Swap Meet and Show
Featuring

Hosted by: Dale Smithhisler, Gary VanScyoc, Jerry Kamp,
Gideon Troyer and Melvin Mast
Where: Ashland County Fair Grounds
2042 Claremont Ave, Ashland Ohio
Watch for signs (see directions below)
When: April 30th and May 1st 2010
Time: April 30 Set up and vend 8:00 A.M. till ?
May 1
Set up and vend 8:00 A.M. till about 2:00
This show will feature F.E. Myers brand equipment. Dale will
have his collection at the fair grounds for all to see.
Everyone is encouraged to bring items to show and sell.
Myers is the feature, but all items can be displayed.

HOTEL INFORMATION
Amerihost Inn
419-281-8090
Holiday Inn Express
419-281-2900
Surrey Inn Hotel
419-289-7700
(1 mile from fair grounds)
Days Inn
419-289-0101
Super 8 Motel
419-281-0567
Bowser House B&B
419-289-6324

A food vendor will be available at the show offering coffee and
rolls for breakfast and sandwiches for lunch.
Friday night there will be a buffet for all to enjoy.
Buffet cost is $10.95
Friday at 2:00 P.M. we will have a guest speaker.
Cloyd McNaull will talk about the ins and outs of the F.E.
Myers & Bros. Company. Cloyd worked for the Myers company for over 50 years and has a wealth of information to share
with us. Don’t miss that!!!
After Cloyd’s talk, Steve Weeber of Iowa City will discuss
Myers hay carriers.
Call Dale if you have questions. 419-281-0749
There will be a donation jar to help offset cost of the show.

Directions
Exit I-71 take Rt. 250 west. Exit Rt. 250 onto Rt. 42 South. Stay on Rt. 42 until you reach Baney Road. Turn right
onto Baney Road. The first traffic light is at Claremont Ave. Turn right. The fair grounds will be on your left.
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5th Annual Hay Tool Swap Meet and Show
Featuring

SHOW SCHEDULE
Friday April 30th
7:30

Gates open for Vendor set up
Kitchen opens

8:00

Gates open to all. Purchase dinner buffet tickets. (See food vendor)

8:01

Swapping, selling, stealing, begging, whining, bragging, in general, do what we came to do

9:30

Tour leaves for Amish Country and Lehmans General Store (see page 8)

2:00

Guest speaker, Cloyd McNaull talks about the F.E. Myers & Bros. Company
Q&A follows Cloyd’s talk

3:00

Steve Weeber talks about Myers hay carriers

4:30

Tour returns

5:30

Buffet opens to the NHTCA members and show attendees with tickets. Show ends at ?

Saturday May 1st
7:30

Gates open for Vendors set up
Kitchen opens

8:00

Gates open to all

8:01

Swapping, selling, stealing, begging, whining, bragging, in general, do what we came to do

1:00

NHTCA meeting. All are encouraged to join in and discuss the NHTCA and next year’s events
Discuss the following:
Next years show location
Web site topics
Get members more involved
Master book of hay carriers

2:00

Show winds down - See everyone next year

National Hay Tool Collectors Association
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A Call To Arms
In earlier issues I had discussed the possibility of a web site. Well the time has come to turn those
thoughts into a reality. To do that, I need help. In talking with other association members, I have
decided to form a committee to help develop the web site. I am looking for 5-7 volunteers to help
with this. This is everyone’s association, so I thought we could get more people involved in the development of the web site. I think a small committee will be more efficient and practical; enough
for good diversity, yet small enough to get the job done efficiently.
I am open to all ideas from all members for the web site and would welcome as much input as possible as to its content, format and overall look. I am not a web geek by any means, so my capabilities will be somewhat limited. If we have someone out there that is experienced with web building
that I can call and ask questions, please pass their name and number along if they wish to help. I
would like to meet with anyone interested in helping at the show. Let me know.
Thanks
— Chief

Additional Show Information
In addition to the other show activities, Gideon Troyer’s wife Mary and Melvin Mast’s wife Katie
are going to take anyone interested on a tour through Amish country and to Lehmans General Store
in Kidron, Ohio. (www.lehmans.com) Lehmans was founded in 1955 and sells products for the
simple, self-sufficient way of life. They serve the local Amish community and others without electricity. They sell and ship old-fashioned, high quality merchandise all over the world.
This tour will depart Friday between 9:00 -10:00 AM and return around 4:00 PM. We will have a
van available to transport everyone. The van can hold up to 15 people. Lunch is available at
Lehmans or at a café nearby. It is sure to be educational and fun for all. Please email Doug at
haytoolcollector@yahoo.com if you wish to participate in the tour or have any questions. I would
like to reserve as many spaces as possible before the show so I know how big of a van to get, so lets
fill the van and let Mary and Katie show everyone a nice time.

Member Question
Bob Lane of Mehoopany, PA inherited a collection of pitch forks. The collection has pitch
forks with 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 tines. His question:
Does each pitch fork have a specific purpose
based on the number of tines it has?
I just love the hot
tub, it was 20 degrees
out, but I was warm!
--Madie de Shazer

Let me know and I will publish any information I receive in the next newsletter.
Doug de Shazer

Member Information
The list of members will be available
soon. Thanks for your patience.
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NHTCA member Rob Pennell presents
A Large 2-Day Auction of mostly farm-related advertising

March 26 and 27, 2010
Things are changing for Rob so he is selling a portion of his collection.
The following items are up for auction
Over 300 advertising signs, most in N.O.S. condition
Lots of paper literature and books
Some furniture
100 milk bottles

Over 30 framed lithographs
Lots of primitive farm collectables
Several salesman samples
Over 100 canning jars

In all there are over 1200 quality lots selling in this 2-day auction.
For more information or a copy of the auction flyer contact
Rob @ 419-583-0532 or go to
www.kaufmanrealty.com Auction #687
Auction will be held at Kaufman Auction House in Walnut Creek, Ohio

Odds and Ends to Enjoy

Texas Caviar Dip
Ingredients

Method

2 cans white shoe peg corn
1 can pinto beans
1 can black-eyed peas
1 green pepper diced
1 med red onion diced
4 stalks celery diced
1 jalapeno diced (I remove seeds)
1 jar diced pimentos
1/3 cup chopped fresh cilantro (or to taste) (I prefer more)
¾ cup sugar
¾ cup apple cider vinegar
½ cup canola oil (or similar)
1 Tbs water
Salt and pepper to taste
Flour tortillas (I prefer thin ones)
Spray olive oil









Combine corn, beans, peas, green pepper, onion, celery,
jalapeno, pimentos and cilantro in large bowl
In small pot combine sugar, cider, oil, and water. Bring to boil.
Cool liquid and pour over veggies.
Mix well
Pour into container and cover.
Refrigerate
Serve with tortilla chips.

Home Made Chips






Lay out tortillas and spray both sides with olive oil spray.
Lightly salt
Cut tortillas in pie sections
Lay flat on baking sheets
Bake at 425 until lightly browned
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c/o Doug de Shazer

Phone: 402-510-8845
E-mail: haytoolcollector@yahoo.com

55005 897 Rd.
Crofton, NE 68730

Notes from the Chief

Coming Events

Good news, the Hay Tool Show and Swap Meet is just around the corner.
We hope to see a lot of old and new faces this year. Please make plans to
attend! Dale and crew are putting a lot of work into this year’s show, we can
help make it a success by attending. Hope to see you there.

- Hay Tool Show and Swap Meet
April 30th and May1st
See page 4

On another topic, when this organization was conceived, it was named the
“National Hay Tool Collectors Association”. It has been brought to my attention that the name may have excluded our Canadian neighbors. Well,
that was not my intent at all. I have received a few emails about this topic.
So, to better serve all of our members, the name “National Hay Tool Collectors Association” will change to, “North American Hay Tool Collectors
Association”. I hope this name will better serve all of our members. Once
again, I meant no harm in the old name. A new logo is being prepared and
will be unveiled in the next newsletter.
Going forward, I welcome all feedback whether positive or negative. I will
do my best to follow up and respond accordingly. I especially would like input regarding ideas for articles or other newsletter content! If any association member would like to write an article, I would be more than happy to
publish it. Again, I welcome any and all help in this area. Please email, or
snail mail me your input! Thank you!

Is there anyone out there who is a Louden expert? Surely one of us has to
have a large collection of Louden stuff and knows all the details about the
company. Contact me and lets get a story together for a future issue.

- Tri State Power Show
May 12–15,Portland, Indiana
- Le Sueur Swap Meet
April 23-25,Le Sueur, MN
- Greater Iowa Swap Meet
May 28-29, Mt. Pleasant, IA
- Camp Creek Threshers Swap
May 22, Waverly, NE.

Technical Disclaimer
This newsletter is intended to
be informative, educational
and fun! Material is believed to
be accurate at time of printing
and if not, we tried. Send us
any corrections you feel necessary. Help make this newsletter a success.

True Story
PenguinsDid you ever wonder why there are no dead penguins on the ice in the
Antarctica? Where do they go? Wonder no more!
It is a known fact that the penguin is a very ritualistic bird which lives an extremely ordered and complex life. The penguin is very committed to its
family and will mate for life, as well as maintaining a form of compassionate
contact with its offspring throughout its life.
If a penguin is found dead on the ice surface, other members of the family
and social circle have been known to dig holes in the ice, using their vestigal
wings and beaks, until the hole is deep enough for the dead bird to be rolled
into and buried.
The male penguins then gather in a circle around the fresh grave and sing:
“Freeze a jolly good fellow”.
Then they kick him in the ice hole.

I love Pez dispensers! Check out
my new Princess dolls. My friend
Mary gave them to me.
-- M

