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Hay carriers were not only used years ago, but 
are still used today in many Amish 
communities. The following collectors do not 
use them, but they do collect them. These 
collectors are both from a Baltic, Ohio Amish 
community. 
Our first member spotlight is Gideon Troyer. 
Gideon started collecting in 2002 and has 
acquired some really nice stuff. Like a lot of us, 
he is really partial to hay carriers. Gideon, like 
several other local collectors from the area got 
a jump start from Dale Smithhisler. (How 
many does that make that we can credit Dale 
to this collecting disease.)  
 

In 2002 Gideon was at an auction and saw a 
carrier sell fairly cheap. He didn’t think 
anybody collected them. He then decided to 
buy them at auctions. As he bought them he 
noticed several design and style differences. He 
visited with Dale and got quite an education. 
Gideon then sold Dale an unusual “J” car 
that he did not have. After their talk Dale 
gave him Steve Weeber’s number. Gideon 
visited with Steve and was blown away. After 

Today Gideon has over 90 hay carriers.  One of his 
favorites and most recent acquisitions is a Huber 
carrier complete with fork pulley and trip. (Photo 1)  

Gideon located this carrier from a guy in New York. 
Some of his other favorites are an Oborn wood beam 
and a McComas, which are probably his rarest items 
(page 2)  Although he mostly collects Ney carriers, he 
finds and saves all brands. He is also partial to wood 
beams. 
 

He finds his stuff at auctions, steam shows, barn 
salvage companies and at the NAHTCA shows. He 
travels when and where he can with friends to 
acquire his treasures. He has found items from North 
Carolina to New York and in his local area. He not 
only collects hay carriers, but McCormic Deering 
tractors and others for a total of 8 or 9, small engines 
and lots of other small knickknack stuff.  
 

Member Spotlight 
 

CHECK THIS OUT! 
 

“AMISH TURNED HAY CARREIR COLLECTOR” 

March 2011 

Photo 1 below “Huber carrier” 
Below left “Goshen wood beam” 
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Member Spotlight, cont. 

Gideon keeps his collection on the 2nd floor of his shop. As you can tell from the pictures, he sand blasts most 
of his carriers and paints and details them himself and enjoys his time restoring the items.  
 

He currently works for Oxford Mining running heavy equipment and has been in the mining business since he 
was 17 years old.  He lives in Baltic, Ohio with his wife Mary. They have 4 grown children and 26 
grandchildren (wow!).  His family is interested in his collecting, but is not active with it. You can meet Gideon 
and Mary at this year’s show. He can be reached by writing him at (2547 Tr 176, Baltic, Ohio 43804) or call 
him and leave a message at (330)-897-1141.   
 

Gideon’s last comment to me was this, “He has and does belong to a lot of clubs, but he feels this one is the 
most exciting one to be a member of.” 
 

Gideon will be displaying his Ney carriers at the show this year and is co-hosting the show again this year. 

 

Top Left - Large Ney sling carrier  Top Right - Patent unknown, blacksmith made 
 
Bottom Left - McComas   Bottom Right - Ney wood beam Climax 
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Member Spotlight, Double Take 

“AMISH TURNED HAY CARREIR COLLECTOR” 

Melvin Mast is our other Amish hay carrier 
collector. He also resides in the Baltic, Ohio area. 
Melvin has been collecting since 2008 or so. He got 
started at the hay show in Grass Lake, Michigan 
at Craig Calderone’s place. Gideon Troyer 
brought him along to the show and introduced 
him to all the madness. He initially became 
interested a few years before that when he saw the 
Farm Collector article about the first hay show at 
Steve Weeber’s farm. A year or two later he found 
the magazine again and started collecting. This 
just happened to coincided with the trip to 
Michigan and that’s when he contracted the 
disease. 
 

Today his collection compromises of around 40 
hay carriers and hundreds of other antique items. 
He collects hay carriers, old hand tools, glass 
bottles, oil lamps, oil lanterns and even old engines 
to round it off. He also has 600-700 pens and 
pencils. 
At least those don’t take up so much room!!! 
 

At the top of the list these days are the hay 
carriers. He has several Myers, Neys, Loudens and 
is partial to Hunt Helm and Ferris brands. He 
especially likes smaller carriers by any brand. 
He spends time wire brushing and sanding before 
priming and painting  them. He also details them 
to his liking. He hasn’t traveled far for his stuff, 
just hay shows and throughout his area. 
        Cont page 4 
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Member Spotlight, Double Take cont. 

 

He also attends auctions and has come home to find carriers sitting by his door dropped off by friends. 
Family members have also treated him with a carrier or two. 
 

Melvin and his wife Katie have 2 children that are married, one getting married and 2 yet to be married.  
They live near Baltic, Ohio. You can meet them this year at the hay show. He is co-hosting the show 
again this year. He can be reached by writing him at “5216 TR 118 Baltic Ohio  43804”. 
 

His final words to me concerning advice for other people was, “Everyone needs to collect something and 
enjoy it.” 

Various photos of 
Melvin’s collection 
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Recipes from our Member spotlights’ “better halves”. 
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 Country Potato soup from Mary Troyer
  

  Ingredients 
• 3 cups diced potatoes 
• 1/2 cup diced carrots 
• 1/2 cup diced onion 
• 1.5 cups water 
• 1 T chicken base 
• 1 T parsley flakes 
• 2 T flour 
• 2 cups milk 
• 1 lb cubed ham or 
       1 lb cooked ground sausage 
• Salt and Pepper 

 
Method 

• Cook potatoes, carrots, onions, water, chicken base 
        Add salt and pepper and cook until tender 
• Add 1 cup of milk 
• Blend together sour cream, flour and 1 cup milk 
• Gradually add to soup base, cooking over low heat,  
• stirring constantly until thickened 
• Add parsley flakes and serve 
• Sometimes I add velveta for a cheesy flavor 
  

        It’s great for those cold winter nights.  
        Enjoy 
                                                      Mary Troyer 
     Baltic, Ohio 

Stew recipe from Katie Mast 
Ingredients 

• 1/2 lb bacon diced  
• 3 lb cubed ham 
• 1 large can chicken broth 
• 1 large can water 
• 3 Qts. cubed potatoes 
• Peas, optional 
• Corn, optional 
• Shredded cabbage, optional 
• 2 t Lawry’s season salt 
• 1 t pepper 
• 1 t garlic salt 
 
 

Combine for thickener 
3/4 cup flour 
1.5 to 2 cup water 
3/4 cup clear gel 

Method 
• Fry bacon until crisp 
• Add ham and simmer for 15-20 minutes 
• Add chicken broth and water, bring to boil 
• Add potatoes and carrots 
• After veggies are soft, add spices 
• Stir in thickener 
• Makes 2.5 gallons 
       Excellent dish for family gatherings.  Enjoy 
                                                             Katie Mast 
     Baltic, Ohio 

Attention all members 
I need everyone to send me an email if you want to be included in our master member roster. 
Please  include the following in that email: Name 
Snail mail works also.        Address 
           Phone 
       E-Mail address 
           What you collect 
I have a lot of this info, but it would take too long to sort through it all. This will be much faster 
and a more efficient use of my time.  I hope to get this done over the next month or two. 
 

           Thanks,   Chief 



Item on loan from the 
Mitchell collection!!! 
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The National Hay Tool Collectors Association presents the 

6th Annual Hay Tool Swap Meet and Show 

 
Featuring 
 
 
Hosted by:    Dale Smithhisler, Gary VanScyoc, Jerry Kamp, 
                       Gideon Troyer  and Melvin Mast     

Where: Ashland County Fair Grounds 
             2042 Claremont Ave, Ashland Ohio 
  Watch for signs (see directions below) 
 

When:  April 29th and 30th - 2011 
Time:   April 29th    Set up and vend 8:00 A.M. till ? 
             April 30th     Set up and vend 8:00 A.M. till about 2:00  
 

This show will feature Ney and brand equipment. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to bring items to show and sell. 
Ney is the feature, but all items can be displayed. 
 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
Amerihost Inn         
419-281-8090 

Holiday Inn Express 
419-281-2900 

Surrey Inn Hotel  
419-289-7700 

(1 mile from fair grounds) 
Days Inn 

419-289-0101 
Super 8 Motel 
419-281-0567 

Bowser House B&B 
419-289-6324 

Directions 
Exit I-71 take Rt. 250 west. Exit Rt. 250 onto Rt. 42 South. Stay on Rt. 42 until you reach Baney Road. Turn 
right onto Baney Road.  The first traffic light is at Claremont Ave. Turn right. The fair grounds will be on 
your left. 

A food vendor will be available at the show offering coffee and 
rolls for breakfast and sandwiches for lunch. 
 

Dinner will be available Friday evening. 
 

NEW THIS YEAR: 
• AUCTION: We are holding a live auction at the show.  

Members are invited to bring hay related items for this 
auction.  

 
• Feature item for auction - Aero Motor Hay Carrier 
• Complete set of Mechanical Advantage books in color (14) 
• Outside venders bringing hay carriers  and related items 
• Hay theme wall hanging 
 
  
 

• SHIRT ORDERS: will be available for pick up. 
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6th Annual Hay Tool Swap Meet and Show 
Featuring 

 
 
 
 

                          
 SHOW SCHEDULE 

Friday April 30th 
 
 7:30  Gates open for Vendor set up 
  Kitchen opens 
 
 8:00 Gates open to all. Purchase dinner buffet tickets. (See food vendor) 
  Sign in and check in auction items 
  Pick up shirts and other association stuff 
  Koozies will be for sale, profits benefit the show. 
 
 8:01 Swapping, selling, stealing, begging, whining, bragging, in general, do what we came to do 
 
 9:30 Day trippers tour leaves. (see page 10) 
 
 1:00 Auction starts. Long time auctioneer Mark Bachus will call for us. 

  
 4:30 Tour returns 
 
 5:30 Buffet opens to the NHTCA members and show attendees with tickets. Show ends at ? 

 Saturday May 1st 
 
 7:30 Gates open for Vendors set up 
  Kitchen opens 
 
 8:00 Gates open to all 
  
 8:01 Swapping, selling, stealing, begging, whining, bragging, in general, do what we came to do 
 
 1:00 NHTCA meeting. All are encouraged to join in and discuss the NHTCA and next year’s events 
  Discuss the following: 

   Next years show location 
  Web site topics 
 

 2:00  Show winds down - See everyone next year 
 
 
 
 

 

North American Hay Tool Collectors Association 
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SHIRT ORDER UPDATE 
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  CASH and CARRIERS 

Cash for carriers is our new for sale, trade or bartering page. Seller can provide me the information on items.   
eg. Provide a description of items you want to sell, contact information, pricing and photos if desired.   
Members will contact seller  directly. Editor will have no interaction with the sale of an item between seller and buyer, 
and the terms of the sale are between the seller and buyer. Items being sold should be related to our group of collectors.            

 

Wanted 2 Witman and  
Barnes 4” fork 
pulleys. 
 

Many other carriers 
pulleys available to 
trade. 
 

Email the Chief. 

Gideon Troyer is 
looking for a Huber 
fork pulley. 
He can be reached at 
330-897-1141 

Jim Moffet has a few Hay 
Fork patents books available.  
Email him at: 
workshop2@frontiernet.net 
 

Gary VanScyoc is looking for 
Jamesway sling pulleys and  is 
also looking for a U.S. Wind 
and Engine fork pulley. 

Hay show auction details 

New to the show schedule this year is a real live auction.  The auction will be Friday at 1:00 PM. Dale has 
arranged for a local auctioneer to yell for us. There will be a few guidelines for this auction: Items 
brought to the auction will be charged a flat rate of  3.00 per lot, to help cost of show. Small common 
items will need to be combined in lot forms. (Eg - common barn pulleys, 5 per lot, that kind of thing)  
Other common items will also have to be combined. The idea is to keep the auction moving along.  
 

Check-in for auction items will be Friday 8:00 till 12:30. 
 

Auction items need to pertain to items collected by its members. (carriers, pulleys, other hay tools)  
 

Payment for items from the winning bidder needs to be made before the end of the day. 

HATS AND KOOZIES 

Several colors  
 available 

When I first got all the shirt info together, I tried to price things as economically as possible. By the 
time I figured in the set-up charges, shipping, ect, I came up with these prices based on selling at 
least 50 items. Well to date, we have only sold 30 items. Maybe people are not interested in shirts, 
and that’s fine. I was just following your wants from last years show. If we don’t hit at least 50 
items, I can cancel everything, or we can still order items but it will cost those ordering items a few 
more bucks, or how about this, everybody get their orders in by April 1st and it will be cheaper for  
everyone.           Chief 

Tom Schell is looking for: Hudson hay fork and a Jacob 
Ney carrier.  Reach him at tschell@sympatico.ca 

Dale Smithhisler is looking for a 
Rundel fork pulley.  
Call him at 419-281-0748 
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Shirt stuff, cont. 

Designs are silk screened  both sides. 
Light grey and sand color available. 

Logo is stitched in an off white 

OTHER STUFF 
Check out the NAHTCA ad for this years show in this months edition of the  Farm Collector  

Magazine and in the Farm Collector 2011 Show Directory!  
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Page 10 Shirt stuff, cont. 

Ladies 3/4 sleeve silk touch sport shirt. 
Colors as shown with stitching shown. 5 0z. 65/35 poly/cotton  

Mens or womens polo, logo is stitched on the front of shirt, 100% Cotton 

Men only this color. 

ATTTENTION DAY TRIPPERS 
This years day trip will take you the fascinating old world shopping experience of  

LEHAMNS general store in Kidron Ohio.  This tour will leave Friday morning around 9:30 
A.M. and return around 3:00 P.M. Check out their web site at “lehmans.com”. 

Please RSVP to Doug at “haytoolcollector@yahoo.com” or call me at 402-510-8845. 
Hey, dudes bring the gals, they will have a great time at the show, shopping at Lehamans 
and having dinner with the gang Friday night. This tour was originally scheduled for last 
years show, but things got side tracked, so lets try it again. Please RSVP, as we need to 

   arrange for  proper transportation.        Chief 
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Page 11 Shirt stuff, cont. 

Sweatshirt as shown. Screens both sides. 
Same color as tee-shirts. 

Shirt order details. 
On page 12 of this newsletter is an order form. Print the form and fill it out. Make sure to pick the 
colors, sizes and quantities you want. Total it and mail the form to me with your money. Those of you 
who are attending the show, I will bring your orders to the show. Those of you not attending the show 
will need to pay for shipping. I will use priority mail boxes through the USPS. I have listed the prices 
for shipping based on how much you buy. Pay for what you think it will take. If you pay too much, I will 
refund you some money if I can use a smaller box. 
 

They have 3 sizes available: 
 

Small  5.5 x 8.5 x 1.75    ($5.20) tee shirt or hat or hat and koozies, ect 
 

Medium 11 x 8.5 x 5.5    ($10.95)sweatshirt and tee shirt and koozies, ect 
 

Large  12 x 12 x 5.5     ($14.95)several shirts and sweatshirt and hat and koozies, ect 
 
You get the idea. Like I said, if you pay too much postage, I will send money back. They do not allow me 
to have the boxes bulging, so keep that in mind.  I will place one shirt order each year before the show. 
If there is a large enough demand, I can place a second order in the fall. 
 

Shirt orders must be received by April 1st this time.  I am not bringing any extra 
clothing to sell at the show, just koozies. 
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Shirt Order Form Page 12 

 
 Name:          
 
Address:             
 
City:      State:    Zip:    
 
Phone:      (Must Have) 
 
 
Item    Size                 Cost        Color              Quantity                      Total   
Hats            $12.50  
(page 9)               
Denim shirts   S        $22.50                    Blue 
(page 9)    M        $22.50 
    L        $22.50 
    XL        $22.50 
    2X        $24.50 
    3X        $25.50 
               
Polo Shirt   S        $22.50       Steel Grey 
(page 10)    M        $22.50       Khaki Heather 
    L        $22.50       Royal 
    XL        $22.50       Olive Green  
    2X        $24.50 
    3X                  $25.50 
               
Ladies cut polo shirt  S        $22.50       Steel Grey   
(page 10)    M        $22.50       Khaki Heather 
    L        $22.50       Royal 
    XL        $22.50 
    2X                  $24.50         
Ladies shirt   S        $26.00       Black  
3/4 sleeve   M        $26.00       Light Pink 
(page 10)    L        $26.00                    White 
    XL        $26.00 
    2X                  $28.00         
Sweatshirt   S        $18.50       Heather   
(page 11)    M        $18.50       Sand 
    L        $18.50 
    XL        $18.50 
    2X        $20.50 
    3X                  $21.50 
               
T-Shirt    S        $14.50       Heather 
(page 9)    M        $14.50                    Sand 
    L        $14.50 
    XL        $14.50 
    2X        $16.60 
    3X        $17.50 
               
Koozies                            Red    
(page 9)    $2.00 ea.  or 3 for $5.00                Burnt orange 
Black print both sides            Royal Blue 
                            Pink 
(Profits from koozies help support the show)              
               
 
 
Postage (see page 11)             
 

Total including postage. 
Make checks to Doug de Shazer 



 

NAHTCA Swap meet 
April 29 and 30 
Ashland, Ohio 
 

Le Sueur Swap Meet 
April 30 and May 1 
Le Sueur, MN 
 

Camp Creek Swap Meet 
May 21st 
Waverly, NE 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Coming Events 

This newsletter is intended to 
be informative, educational 
and fun! Material is believed to 
be accurate at time of printing 
and if not, we tried. Send us 
any corrections you feel 
necessary. Help make this 
newsletter a success.  

Technical Disclaimer 

Notes from the Chief 
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Just in 
If you’re thinking “so far so good,” you obviously haven’t been at  

it very long. 

 

When I was six months pregnant with my third 
child, my three year old came into the room as I 
was preparing to get into the shower.  
She said, “Mommy, you are getting fat!” “Yes, 
honey, remember Mommy has a baby growing in 
her tummy.” “I know”, she replied, “but what’s 
growing in your butt?” 

An exasperated mother, whose son was always 
getting into mischief, finally asked him, “How do 
you expect to get into Heaven?” The boy thought 
it over for a while and said, “Well, I’ll run in and 
out and in and out and keep slamming the door 
until St. Peter says, ”For Heaven’s sake, Dylan, 
come in or stay out!” 

True Story , Kids say the funniest things, part three 

Thoughts 
“Do something. If it works, do more of it. If it doesn’t,  

Do something else” 

Gavin’s first hay carrier. A 
“Jewel” by Louden MFG. 

given to him from Uncle Dave. 

I started collecting things at a very young age. I collected everything! I was about 5 years 
old and started collecting matches, stickers, stamps, plastic models, model trains, business 
cards and other things. (Yea, I said “business cards”, what the heck for?) At that time 
almost all my friends collected something, it did not mater what it was, we collected it. 

I think I got the bug from my mother, she was a 
Junker, at least that’s what they called them back 
then, when it wasn’t popular and things were cheap 
and nobody wanted old stuff.  
 

What about today? I do not know one of my 
friends kids who collects anything. How can this 
be?  We can learn so much from collecting things. 
It doesn’t have to be costly — for heaven’s sake 
business cards and matches are free. LOL (OK, I 
was a little excessive in my collecting) But today 
video games, i-Pods, cell phones... you name it, 
they all take away from the fun these kids could be 
having. I remember spending hours cataloging, 
organizing and just playing with my collections. 
What great memories! 
 

All kids should have some exposure to it. It’s good 
for them. Madie has started collecting things, she is 
having fun with it. It is simple stuff, but she loves 
it just the same. Soon Gavin will get the bug. In 
fact, he got his first hay carrier already, thanks to 
Dave Wilson! (However, he needs 2 more for it to 
be considered a collection, hint, hint dave.)  It 
doesn’t hurt to show our kids or grandkids the art 
of collecting, they may like it, they may not, but at 
least they got introduced to the world of collecting. 
                  Chief

Phone: 402-510-8845 

Fax 402-388-4434 

E-mail: haytoolcollector@yahoo.com 
 

National Hay Tool Collectors Assoc. 

c/o Doug de Shazer 

55005 897 Rd. Lot #8 

Crofton, NE 68730 

Madalynne’s latest addition to 
her baby doll collection. 
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